
 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
LA MESA ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

 
A Regular Meeting on Monday, March 21, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

 
City Manager’s Conference Room 

8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, California 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Total Time – 15 Minutes) 

Members of the public may address the Commission on subjects within the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
Unless such subjects are contained within this agenda, there can be no discussion or action by the 
Commission until a subsequent, publicly noticed meeting. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - February 15, 2016 

 
5. COMMERCIAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
6. LA MESA COMMUNITY TREES (URBAN FORESTRY) 

Street tree selection guide 
 
7. ROUNDUP CHEMICAL USE DISCUSSION 

 
8. UPDATE OF GRAYWATER BROCHURE 

 
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
10. CITY STAFF UPDATE 
 
11. NEXT REGULAR MEETING DATE - Monday, April 18, 2016 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the La Mesa Environmental Sustainability Commission after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Office located in La Mesa City Hall, 8130 Allison 
Avenue during normal business hours. 
 
Citizens who wish to make an audio/visual presentation pertaining to an item on the agenda, or during Public Comments, should contact 
Sheryl Sherman at 619.667.1143, no later than 12:00 noon, one business day prior to the start of the meeting. Advance notification will 
ensure compatibility with City equipment and allow Commission meeting presentations to progress smoothly and in a consistent and 
equitable manner. Please note that all presentations/digital materials are considered part of the maximum time limit provided to speakers. 
 
Individuals with disabilities who require reasonable accommodation in order to participate in City of La Mesa services, activities, programs 
and/or attendance at City Council meetings, Commission meetings, or any Public Hearings should contact the City's Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator, Rida Freeman, Human Resources Manager, 48 hours prior to the meeting at 619.667.1175, fax 
619.667.1163, or rfreeman@ci.la-mesa.ca.us. 
 

mailto:rfreeman@ci.la-mesa.ca.us
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE CITY OF LA MESA 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 
6:00 PM, CITY MANAGER’S CONFERENCE ROOM 

8130 ALLISON AVENUE, LA MESA, CA  91942 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
February 15, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER (6:06) 
 
2. ROLL CALL (X indicates present) 
 

Mark Thayer, Vice Chair     X 
Mary Jane Bailey     X 
Jim Stone, Chair     X 
Bradon Hoover (Youth Member)     
Robin Rivet      X 
Greg Trigeiro (Senior Member)    X 
Maria Hesse      X 
Steve Babbitt (La Mesa-Spring Valley School District) Excused absence 
Debi Byrd (Helix Charter High School)   Excused absence  
Don Parent (SDG&E)     X 
Maggie Eggers (EDCO)     X 
Lisa Stoia (Helix Water District)    Excused absence 
 
Others present: Greg Humora, Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
Scott Munzenmaier, Purchasing Officer 
From the public:  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM January 19, 2016 
Action:  Motion to approve minutes 
Vote:  5-0-1 
Ayes:  Thayer, Bailey, Stone, Trigeiro, Hesse 
Noes:  None 
Abstained: Rivet 
Absent:  Hoover 
 

5. COMMERCIAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
Mark has attempted to contact the La Mesa Chamber of Commerce, the Downtown Village 
Merchants and prepared a draft brochure.  SDG&E has an established program where 
businesses can sign up online.  After signing up SDG&E will do a free audit.  The program has 
175 possible implementation measures.  The target is to do the audits in April. 
 

6. LA MESA COMMUNITY TREES (URBAN FORESTRY) 
Robin is still working on this.  She reported that CalFire will not be releasing a call for grants this 
year. 
 

7. ROUNDUP CHEMICAL USE DISCUSSION 
Public works staff does use some alternative products.  The subcommittee has been working on 
a draft of a pilot program.  The plan is to have the pilot program be minimal to no impact on city 
resources 
 

8. UPDATE OF GRAYWATER BROCHURE 
Maria provided a draft of an updated brochure which the Commission approved. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Jim asked about the Climate Action Plan. Robin mentioned that the UT had an article on 
Saturday that made several erroneous claims with respect to graywater and artificial turf.  Robin 
said that there are new ANSI standards for root pruning.  Mary Jane reported that some solar 
vendors are using unprofessional telemarketing techniques.  Mark reported that Costco has LED 
lights on sale again. 
 

10. CITY STAFF UPDATE 
None 

 
11. NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 21, 2016. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 

 
Prepared by: 
 
Greg Humora, Secretary to the Environmental Sustainability Commission 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
 

 
E:\1000 Environmental Services\45 EnvSusComm\Minutes\2016\20160215 Minutes Draft.doc 
 



La Mesa Energy 
Efficiency 
Program  

 
Eligibility 
 Eligible customers can apply for On-Bill 

Financing to cover any co-pay portion of 
their projects.    

 All business customers whose monthly 
electrical demand does not exceed 
200kW during the most recent 12-
month period are eligible to participate.  

 Eligibility is based on the “premise” lev-
el. Electricity demand from accounts 
that belong to the same business cus-
tomer within the same premise will be 
aggregated. 

 
Contractors 
 Through a competitive bid process, 

SDG&E selected Matrix Energy Services, 
Willdan Energy Solutions, and Staples 
Energy to be the contractors to imple-
ment the new Program. 

 

Energy Costs 
 

Beginning in early 2016 (with expected com-
pletion by April 2016), all businesses in the 
SDG&E service area will be transitioning to a 
“time-of-use” billing platform, wherein electrici-
ty rates will depend on the time electricity is 
used as well as the magnitude of use. There-
fore, now is a good time to evaluate your ener-
gy usage to identify areas of potential energy 
savings.   

If you look at your SDG&E bill, under the 
“Electric Service” section you’ll see what rate 
your business is on. If your business regularly 
uses more than 20kW of demand a month, 
you’re likely on the Time of Use “AL-TOU” rate. 

Resources 

http://www.sdge.com/buisness/sdges-business-
energy-solutions-program 

https://www.sdge.com/sites/default/files/
documents/1497879194/ 

DemandEducation_10_30.pdf?nid=14471 

http://www.lmvma.com/LMVMA 

http://www.cityoflamesa.com/index.aspx?
NID=940 

Mark Thayer, Ph.D. 
La Mesa Environmental Sustainability Commission 
City Hall 
8130 Allison Avenue 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
Phone: (619) 602-1362 
E-mail: mthayer@mail.sdsu.edu 

For More Information Contact: 
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Thanks for your interest 
in our Program. After you 
complete and submit the 
form you will be contact-
ed by one of our three 
authorized contractors 
(Matrix Energy Services, 
Willdan Energy Solutions and Staples Ener-
gy). 
 

Please fill out the form below 

Account Information 
Business Name on SDG&E Bill 
 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
Contact Name 
 
 
 
 
Email Address  
 
 
Phone 
 
 
Service Address 
 
 
 
Zip Code 
 
 
Best time to reach (circle all that apply): 
 
morning      midday     afternoon     evening  

La Mesa Energy Efficiency Program with SDG&E Business Energy Solutions Program 

 

 

La Mesa Energy Efficiency Program 
 
The Environmental Sustainability Commission of 
the City of La Mesa, along with our partners/co-
sponsors San Diego Gas & Electric, the La Mesa 
Chamber of Commerce, and the La Mesa Mer-
chant’s Association are proud to introduce a new 
energy efficiency program developed with your 
business in mind. 
 
Overview 
 Energy efficiency professionals will visit your 

business and perform an energy use evalua-
tion.  

 The professional will identify easy-to-
implement options (many of which are free or 
near-free) that save energy without reducing 
service (e.g., lighting quantity/quality, temper-
ature, etc.).  

 All identified measures would have instant 
payback (i.e. free measures) or very short pay-
back times.  

 Anticipated dates for expressing interest in 
the program will be April 1 – April 8. Contact 
from the contractors and implementation of 
the program will 
begin on April 15.  

 
This energy efficiency 
event is an excellent 
opportunity to receive 
a long-term benefit of 
lower energy bills. Fur-
ther, you can help La 
Mesa be a model city 
in energy efficiency!   

The La Mesa program is based on the 
structure of SDG&E’s Business Energy 
Solutions Program, a seamless, one-stop 
shop experience with an expanded prod-
uct catalog for small to mid-size custom-
ers. 

Energy Use Evaluations 
 All projects begin with a no-

cost energy audit. Knowing how your 
business uses energy is the first step 
to saving. The free on-site energy anal-
ysis allows businesses to evaluate  
usage and receive a report detailing 
top energy-saving opportunities. Once 
the best ways to save are identified, 
you may be eligible for technologies 
like lighting and refrigeration up-
grades, some at no cost to you. 
 

Products 
 About 175 products covering various 

technologies (from LED lighting to 
kitchen equipment) are offered 
through the program. All products, 
along with product cost, SDG&E incen-
tives, and customer co-pay are pub-
lished in the program catalog.  

 Approximately 55 products are offered 
at no-cost. 

 
Other Incentives 
 Also available are rebates and finan-

cial incentives for investments that 
produce longer-term energy-saving 
benefits. These incentives help offset 
the costs of replacing or retrofitting 
most of the energy-using equipment at 
your business. 

 

http://www.sdge.com/sites/default/files/documents/838220930/SDGE%27s%20Business%20Energy%20Solutions%20Product%20Catalog%20V6.pdf?nid=16611�
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