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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 

June 7, 2016   5:00 p.m. 
City Manager’s Conference Room, 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice chairman Schmitz called a regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission to order at 
5:00 p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room at 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, California. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Members Attending: Commissioners Schmitz, Niemeier, Swanson and Wilcox.  
 
Staff Attending: Director of Community Development Dick and Senior Planner Jacobs. 
  
Absent: Commissioner Hart, Jones, Sherman and Newland. 
 
Visitors: Daniel Sawah and Duraid Lazim representing HPC 16-04 at 4370 Date 

Avenue. 
 
 Greg Shen, interested in the status of Little Flower Haven at 8585 La Mesa 

Boulevard. 
 
 D. Robert Dieringer, interested in an appointment to the Commission. 

COMMUNICATIONS – None 

 
HEARINGS None. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION    
 
Mr. Greg Shen addressed the Commission, stating his concern about the Little Flower Haven 
site at 8585 La Mesa Boulevard. He stated that his mother Marie Shen lived at the facility. He 
stated that Bishop Buddy granted the property to the sisters of the Carmelite Order in the 1930’s. 
He stated that some sisters wanted to sell the property, but some did not. He asked for help to 
preserve the facility, stating that the Pathfinder group wanted to construct a new project on the 
property. Vice Chairman Schmitz and Director of Community Development Dick responded to 
his inquiry.  
 
BUSINESS  
 

a. HPC 16-04 (Lazim) – Consideration of a proposed addition and exterior alterations to a 
single-family residence at 4370 Date Avenue in the R1 (Urban Residential) zone and 
located in the Date Avenue Historic District.  
 
Senior Planner Jacobs attempted to connect Ex-Officio member Jim Newland via 
telephone conference call but the attempt was unsuccessful. 
 
Senior Planner Jacobs described the project. Vice Chair Schmitz asked if the garage 
was being changed, and asked for clarification about what is new vs. proposed. The 
applicant clarified the scope of work, and stated that the garage would not change.  
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Commissioner Wilcox asked if the railing would match. Mr. Sawah stated that the wood 
railings would match, and that the intent was to match the materials and colors to 
existing. He also stated his intent to meet the minimum front setback requirement.  
 
ACTION: Commissioner Niemeier made a motion to issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the proposed improvements as shown on the plans dated May 5, 
2016. 

   
Commissioner Swanson seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Vice Chair Schmitz and Commissioners Niemeier, Swanson and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 Absent:   Chairman Hart, Commissioners Jones and Sherman. 
 

b. Approval of the minutes from the May 3, 2016 meeting.  
 

Approval action was postponed to the next meeting due to lack of members present who 
had attended the May 3rd meeting. 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

a. Climate Action Plan status report. 
 

Senior Planner Jacobs provided a status report on the City of La Mesa Climate Action 
Plan, and the community outreach results of the Connect La Mesa Block Party event on 
November 14, 2015. He informed the Commission that the City Council would receive a 
report at the Council meeting of June 14, 2016.  

 
Vice Chair Schmitz asked about solar panel installation and window changes on historic 
homes. Staff stated that requests are reviewed on a case by case basis.  

 
Commissioner Niemeier distributed a brochure entitled “La Mesa Historic Photo Plaques 
Program Guide” and the Board briefly discussed the May 19th unveiling event led by Mr. 
Newland and Rotary Club sponsors. 

 
Commissioner Swanson stated his desire to see address plaques on the public stairs for 
way-finding purposes. Commissioner Wilcox pointed out that the stairs are commonly called 
“the secret Stairs”. Staff stated that they would communicate Commissioner Sawnson’s idea 
to the City Engineer.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Commissioners Wilcox and Niemeier stated that they would likely be unavailable for any 
meeting held in July. 

 
 Commissioner Niemeier suggested that the Election of Officers be added to the agenda 

once the City Council appoints new members to City Boards and Commissions. Vice Chair 
Schmitz stated that this meeting may be his last.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Jacobs, Senior Planner 
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