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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Design Review Board 
July 11, 2016 12:30 p.m. 

City Manager’s Conference Room, 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman McCullough called a regular meeting of the Design Review Board to order at 
12:30 p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room at 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, 
California. 

ATTENDANCE 

Members Attending:  Chairman McCullough, Board members Dick, Jacobs, and 
Podeswik. 

Absent:   Vice Chair Hulitt.  

Visitors:   Tony Gaipa, representing DRB 16-11 (Gaipa).  

    Ivar Leetma, John Howard, Damian Taitano and Tony Pauker, 
representing DRB 16-01 (5900 Severin LLC) 

    Stosh Podeswik, representing DRB 15-12 (S/S La Mesa Blvd LLC) 

Staff:    Senior Planner Chris Jacobs and Associate Planner Lee.  
     

For DRB 16-11, Jacobs was a designated Board member. 
For DRB 16-01 and DRB 15-12 Lee was a designated Board 
member. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS None. 

BUSINESS 

a. Design Review Board DRB 16-11 (Gaipa) - Consideration of an exterior remodel 
to an existing restaurant site at 8141 - 8147 La Mesa Boulevard in the CD-D 
(Downtown Commercial / Urban Design Overlay) zone. Assessor's Parcel Number: 
470-594-08. 

 
Associate Planner Lee summarized the staff report and the applicant described the 
project.  

Board member Podeswik discussed the prospects of extending the pilasters to the 
ground and treating the entire street fronting wall with the proposed stone veneer 
material. He felt that the project was good and the applicant did a good job of 
responding to the DRB comments.  

The applicant provided an overview of each response to the DRB comments and 
highlighted the thought process behind the proposed architectural features. He is 
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considering a fireplace or water feature on the north elevation. 

Chairman McCullough observed that the architectural elements created a strong 
design and that the proposed revisions were improvements to the original and 
would well with the site. 

The applicant noted that he had a tenant in line to lease the building and looking 
forward to constructing the project.  

Board member Podeswik made a motion to approve the project with the following 
recommended conditions: He recommended that the applicant consider either 
extending the stone veneer pilasters to the ground and/or making the entire street 
fronting retaining wall stone veneer. The applicant was agreeable to the 
recommendation and will include such features in the next plan iteration for permit 
submittal.  

Board member Dick seconded the motion. 

Aye:   Dick, Jacobs, McCullough and Podeswik.  
Nay:   None. 
Absent: Hulitt. 
Abstain: None. 
 

b. Design Review Board DRB 16-01 (5900 Severin LLC) - Consideration of a new 
18-unit apartment building including two live-work units on a vacant site addressed 
as 5900 Severin Drive in the CN-G-D (Neighborhood Commercial / Grossmont 
Specific Plan Overlay / Urban Design Overlay) zone. Assessor's Parcel Number: 
486-750-02. 

 
Senior Planner Jacobs summarized the staff report and the applicant described the 
project.  

Board member Podeswik discussed and had questions about the architectural 
features and exterior finish colors, angles, wall construction, bridge feature, roof 
plan/mechanical screening, and clarifications regarding the roof features and 
building massing.  

The applicant responded by clarifying the roof features and building massing and 
provided responses to the questions posed by board member Podeswik.  

Chairman McCullough supported the idea of increased density at the subject site 
which is within walking distance to a nearby trolley station. He highlighted the 
architectural and landscape design and felt that it was well thought out and provided 
substance given the site and project constraints such as the high ground water 
table.  

The applicant discussed accessibility issues. 

Board member Lee asked about any sustainable design features.  
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Staff asked the applicant to clarify design details related to site lighting, site walls 
and the trash enclosure. 

Board member Podeswik made a motion to approve the project. Board member 
Dick seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Lee, McCullough, and Podeswik.  
Nay:    None. 
Absent: Hulitt. 
Abstain: None. 

 
c. Design Review Board DRB 15-12 (S/S La Mesa Blvd LLC) - Consideration of a 

new mixed use building including seven apartments and four commercial spaces. 
The subject property is addressed as 8055-61 La Mesa Boulevard in the CD-D 
(Downtown Commercial / Urban Design Overlay) zone. 

 
Senior Planner Jacobs summarized the staff report and the applicant described the 
project.  

Chairman McCullough observed that project was a good fit for downtown La Mesa. 
He supported the landscape palette and asked about the color scheme of the 
building and about the site walls.  

Staff clarified the location and height of proposed site walls.  

Board member Dick asked about the bridge element connecting the building per the 
California Building Code. 

Board member Lee made a motion to approve the project, and Board member Dick 
seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Lee and McCullough.  
Nay:    None. 
Absent: Hulitt. 
Abstain: Podeswik. 
 

d. Approval of the minutes from the June 6, 2016 meeting. 

Board member McCullough made a motion to approve the June 6, 2016 minutes. 
Board member Podeswik seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Jacobs, McCullough, and Podeswik. 
Nay:    None. 
Absent: Hulitt. 
Abstain: None. 
 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION      None. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Howard Lee, Associate Planner 


	BUSINESS

