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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Design Review Board 
July 25, 2016 12:30 p.m. 

City Manager’s Conference Room, 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman McCullough called a regular meeting of the Design Review Board to order at 
12:30 p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room at 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, 
California. 

ATTENDANCE 

Members Attending:  Chairman McCullough, Board members Dick, Hulitt, Jacobs, 
and Soutowood. 

Absent:   None. 

Visitors:   Aaron Dean and Pauly De Bartola, representing DRB 16-06 
(La Mesa Ventures LLC).  

    Katherine Magallon, representing DRB 14-14 (Charcoal 
House) 

    Dail Richard, representing DRB 16-16 (T-Mobile) 

Staff:    Senior Planner Jacobs and Associate Planner Kinnard.  
     

For DRB 16-06 and DRB 16-16, Jacobs was a designated 
Board member. For DRB 14-14 and Kinnard was a 
designated Board member. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS None. 

BUSINESS 

a. Design Review DRB-16-06 (La Mesa Ventures 1 LLC) – Consideration of a 
new mixed-use building including eight apartments and 1,800 square feet of 
commercial space. The subject property is addressed as 8381 La Mesa 
Boulevard in the CD-D (Downtown Commercial/ Urban Design Overlay) 
zone. 

 
Senior Planner Jacobs summarized the staff report and the applicant described the 
project.  

Board member Hulitt stated his support for the project.  

The board discussed building massing and height, the relation of the building to La 
Mesa Boulevard, and the parking layout and parking standards. The Board also 
discussed proposed building materials and colors, and if additional variation should 
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be required. 

Board member Soutowood asked if the applicant had considered sight lines from 
surrounding properties to the roof. The applicants discussed the rooftop features 
including a proposed “green” roof and the location and height of a/c units. The 
board agreed that there was no need for additional rooftop mechanical equipment 
screening given the height of the building.  

Board member Soutowood asked about additional landscape opportunities on the 
site, and the type of plants proposed on the roof. The applicants responded.  

Board member Soutowood noted that cooking odors from the restaurant to the east 
could be an issue for occupants.  

Chairman McCullough asked about the potential for street trees. The applicant 
noted that there were utility conflicts along La Mesa Boulevard. 

Chairman McCullough stated his preference for concrete paving material in the 
motor court. 

Board member Soutowood made a motion to approve the project: 

Board member Hullit seconded the motion. 

Aye:   Dick, Kinnard, McCullough, Hulitt and Soderquist.  
Nay:   None. 
Absent: None. 
Abstain: None. 
 

b. Design Review DRB-14-14 (Charcoal House) – Consideration of a partially 
enclosed outdoor seating area for an existing restaurant at 9566 Murray 
Drive in the CN-D (Neighborhood Commercial/Urban Design Overlay) zone. 

 
Associate Planner Kinnard summarized the staff report and identified changes 
needed to the project design to meet fire separation requirements. 

The DRB discussed the appearance of the proposed wall around the front of the 
property and generally agreed that it should be made more inviting from the exterior. 
It was suggested that the exterior wall allude to and be inspired by the interior 
space. Varying wall heights, roof forms, additional shadow lines, returns, and 
revisions to the colors and materials could be incorporated into the design.   

The west property line wall was discussed. For adequate fire separation, a 30-inch 
parapet may be required, which prompted the Commissioners to ask for additional 
information about the height of the roof. There was a discussion about the need to 
provide a consistent level of articulation on all sides of the wall, which could be 
accomplished by incorporating features such as pilasters, arches and trim from the 
front wall on the west side wall. The apparent length of the west property line wall 
could be shortened by cutting the front portion of the existing line block wall back to 
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the return behind the fire riser.  

Landscaping was also discussed. Additional landscaping would enhance the project 
by providing a buffer between the street and adjacent properties. Trellised vines, 
hedges, and grouped plantings within the arched recesses could be used to soften 
the appearance of the stucco wall. The applicant was encouraged to retain the 
existing mature trees to the extent possible.   
 
The Board asked the applicant to consider their comments as well as Building and 
Fire code requirements and return to DRB at a future meeting. No action was taken. 
 
c. Design Review DRB-16-16 (T-Mobile) – Consideration of a request to 

install new antennas and associated equipment serving a wireless 
communications facility at 4711 Spring Street in the CD-D (General 
Commercial / Urban Design Overlay) zone.  

 
Senior Planner Jacobs summarized the staff report and the applicant described the 
project. 

Board member Hulitt noted that the existing antennas were placed on the exterior 
building walls which limits the opportunity to screen equipment. 

Board member Hulitt made a motion to approve the project, and Board member 
Soutowood seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Hulitt, Kinnard, McCullough and Soutowood.  
Nay:    None. 
Absent: None. 
Abstain: None. 
 
d. Election of Officers 

Board member McCullough made a motion to appoint Board member Soutowood 
as Chairman. Board member Dick seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Hullitt, Jacobs, McCullough.  
Nay:    None. 
Absent: None. 
Abstain: Soutowood. 

 
e.  Approval of the minutes from the July 11, 2016 meeting. 

Board member Jacobs made a motion to approve the July 11, 2016 minutes. Board 
member Dick seconded the motion. 

Aye:    Dick, Hulitt, Jacobs and McCullough. 
Nay:    None. 
Absent: None. 
Abstain: Soutowood. 
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PUBLIC DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION      None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Chris Jacobs, Senior Planner 


	BUSINESS

