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Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 

September 6, 2016   5:00 p.m. 
City Manager’s Conference Room, 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Hart called a regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission to order at 5:00 
p.m. in the City Manager’s Conference Room at 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, California. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Members Attending: Chairman Hart, Commissioners D’Angelo, Moreau, Niemeier, Sherman, 

Swanson, and Wilcox, and Ex-Officio Newland.  
 
Staff Attending: Associate Planner Kinnard. 
  
Absent: None. 
 
Visitors: Brandi Salazar representing HPC 16-06 and Miguel Brambila  

representing HPC 16-07. 

COMMUNICATIONS   None. 
 
HEARINGS None. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION AND AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION   None. 
 
BUSINESS  
 

a. HPC 16-06 (Salazar) – Consideration of proposed alterations to a single-family 
residence at 9279 Fletcher Drive in the R1S-P (Suburban Residential/Scenic 
Preservation Overlay) zone. The Malcolm House is a locally designated historic 
landmark.  
 
Ms. Kinnard provided a summary of the staff report. The applicant provided a sample of 
the proposed lightweight concrete roofing. 
 
Each of the proposed changes were considered. Discussion about the proposed 
dormers included whether the existing dormer is original, the relevance of the original 
architect’s plans, whether two dormers are appropriate and reversible, and the spatial 
effects (appearance and proportionality). Mr. Newland said that he did not believe that 
two dormers as proposed would alter the character of the house beyond a level of 
significance.  
 
The porch cover over the north elevation was discussed. Commissioner Sherman noted 
that on the drawings, the ends of the porch roof are angled or clipped. The applicant, 
Ms. Salazar, said that a simple shed roof without clipped ends is planned. The porch 
cover would extend approximately 3.5 feet away from the wall to provide shade. 
 
The Commissioners discussed replacement of the original kitchen door. Mr. Newland 
suggested replacing the glass panes on the bottom half of the existing door with wood 
instead. Commissioner Moreau suggested changing the hinge so that the door swings 
outward. Commissioner Sherman suggested using spandrel glass.  
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There was further discussion about the proposed dormers. Commissioner D’Angelo 
noted that half-timbering in the gables would not be consistent with the rest of the house. 
Mr. Newland agreed and suggested that the half-timbering be omitted. It was agreed that 
a simple treatment would be most appropriate. 
 
Chairman Hart cited specific standards from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation relevant to the scope of work. Mr. Newland said that the rehabilitation 
standards provide for the continued usefulness of historic resources by allowing for 
sensitive alterations.  
 
ACTION: Chairman Hart made a motion to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
proposed improvements as shown on the plans dated August 31, 2016, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 
1) The applicant shall use a simple shed roof for the porch cover. 

2) The existing French door shall not be replaced, but may be modified to incorporate 
solid panels. 

3) Replacement of the existing shed dormer with two gable dormers is allowed provided 
that the dormers are placed in the locations shown on the plans. There shall be no 
half-timbering in the dormer gables. 
 

Commissioner Swanson seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Chairman Hart, Commissioners D’Angelo, Moreau, Niemeier, Sherman, 

Swanson, and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 Absent:   None. 
  

b. HPC 16-07 (Garcia) – Consideration of a proposed addition to a single-family 
residence at 7735 Normal Avenue in the R1 (Urban Residential) zone. The Barker-
Havens House is listed in the Historic Resources Inventory. 

 
Ms. Kinnard provided a summary of the staff report. The applicant, Mr. Brambila, was 
available to answer questions. He said that he did not know whether the owner would be 
interested in landmarking the property in the future.  
 
Commissioners discussed the handrails on the porch, roof material, and overall 
compatibility of the addition with the rest of the residence. It was noted that vertical trim 
at the location of the addition, along with slight variations in the new horizontal siding and 
roof material would serve to differentiate the new from the old. 

 
ACTION: Commissioner Sherman made a motion to issue a Certificate of Action for the 
proposed improvements as shown on the plans dated August 31, 2016. 

   
Commissioner Niemeier seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Chairman Hart, Commissioners D’Angelo, Moreau, Niemeier, Sherman, 

Swanson, and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 Absent:   None. 
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c. HPC-16-08 (La Mesa Historical Society) – Consideration of co-sponsorship for the 
2016 Historic Home Tour. 

 
Mr. Newland briefly described the homes that would be featured and added that an 
October 8th roundtable discussion is being planned to supplement the Mid-Century 
Modern theme of this year’s tour. 
 
ACTION: Commissioner Niemeier made a motion to co-sponsor the 2016 LMHS Historic 
Home Tour. Commissioner Swanson seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Chairman Hart, Commissioners D’Angelo, Moreau, Niemeier, Sherman, 

Swanson, and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 Absent:   None. 
 

d. Approval of the minutes from the May 3, 2016 and June 7, 2016 meetings.  
 

ACTION: Commissioner Hart made a motion to approve the minutes of May 3, 2016. 
   

Commissioner Sherman seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Chairman Hart, Commissioners Niemeier, Sherman, Swanson, and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: Commissioners D’Angelo and Moreau. 

 Absent:   None. 
 

ACTION: Commissioner Niemeier made a motion to approve the minutes of June 7, 
2016. 

   
Commissioner Swanson seconded the motion. 
 
Aye:     Commissioners Niemeier, Swanson, and Wilcox. 
Nay:  None. 
Abstain: Commissioners D’Angelo and Moreau. 

 Absent:   Chairman Hart and Commissioner Sherman. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Staff reported that a student intern is assisting with the historic resources inventory update. The 
Commissioners asked that the inventory update be placed on the next agenda to allow for a more 
thorough discussion.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Allyson Kinnard, Associate Planner 
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