
 

Appendix C.6 

Best Management Practices for 
Construction Activities 

In accordance with Section F.2 of San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 
Order 2001-01 (Permit), the City of La Mesa has developed an inventory of BMPs that will be 
implemented during construction activities. The following BMPs were obtained from the Caltrans 
Storm Water Quality Handbooks Construction Site BMP Manual (November 2000). Some of the 
selected Caltrans BMPs have been altered and are noted with an asterisk. 
 
C.6.1 Soil Stabilization and Erosion Prevention 

 
a. Planning and Scheduling (SS-1)* 

 
b. Physical Stabilization 

• Preservation of Existing Vegetation (SS-2)* 
• Hydraulic Mulch (SS-3)* 
• Hydroseeding (SS-4)* 
• Soil Binders (SS-5)* 
• Straw Mulch (SS-6)* 
• Geotextiles, Plastic Covers, and Erosion Control Blankets/Mats (SS-7)* 
• Wood Mulching (SS-8)* 
• Earth Dikes/Drainage Swales and Lined Ditches (SS-9)* 

 
c. Site Drainage 

• Outlet Protection/Velocity Dissipation (SS-10)* 
• Slope Drains (SS-11)* 

 
C.6.2  Sediment Containment 
 

a. Perimeter Protection 
• Silt Fencing (SC-1)* 
• Gravel Bag Berm (SC-6)* 
• Fiber Rolls (SC-5)* 

 
b. Sediment Capture 

• Storm Drain Inlet Protection (SC-10)* 
• Sediment Trap (SC-3)* 
• De-silting Basins (SC-2)* 
• Gravelbag Barrier (SC-8)* 

 



c. Sediment Tracking 
• Stabilize Construction Entrances and Exits (TC-1)* 
• Construction Road Stabilization (TC-2) 
• Entrance/ Outlet Tire Wash (TC-3)* 
• Street Sweeping (SC-7)* 

 
C.6.3 Materials and Equipment Management 
 

a. Materials Management 
• Material Delivery and Storage (WM-1) 
• Material Use (WM-2) 
• Stockpile Management (WM-3)* 
• Spill Prevention and Control (WM-4) 

 
b. Waste Management 

• Solid (WM-5)* 
• Liquid (WM-10)* 
• Sanitary (WM-9) 
• Concrete (WM-8)* 
• Hazardous (WM-6)* 
• Contaminated Soil (WM-7)* 

 
C.6.4 Non-Storm Water Discharge and Drainage Control 

 
a. General 

• Paving and Grinding Operations (NS-3)* 
 

b. Non-storm water discharges 
• Water Conservation Practices (NS-1)* 
• Dewatering Operations (NS-2)* 
• Potable Water/Irrigation and Flushing (NS-7) 
 

c. Vehicle and Equipment Operations 
• Vehicle and Equipment Cleaning (NS-8)* 
• Vehicle and Equipment Fueling (NS-9) 
• Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance (NS-10)* 

 
In addition to the information provided within this section, more specific BMP information can be 
obtained from the Caltrans Storm Water Quality Handbooks (November 2000) and the 
California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbook for Construction Activities (March 
1993). Table C.6-1 may also be used as a guidance for selecting specific BMPs for construction 
activities. 
 



Seasonal Site Management Requirements 
In addition to minimum BMPs, construction projects will also have to comply with the 
following seasonal requirements as stated in the Grading Ordinance: 

Dry Season (May 1 through September 30) 
 All exposed disturbed areas must have erosion prevention controls properly 

installed including building pads, unfinished roads and slopes. Slopes greater 
than 33.3% or 1:3 (vertical vs. horizontal) may use properly designed and 
installed de-silting basins at all discharge points in lieu of this requirement. 
 Adequate perimeter protection BMPs must be installed and maintained. 
 Adequate sediment control BMPs must be installed and maintained. 
 Adequate BMPs designed to control off-site sediment tracking must be installed 

and maintained. 
 At a minimum, 125% of the materials needed to install standby BMPs necessary 

to completely protect exposed portions of the site from erosion and prevent 
sediment discharges must be stored on the site. 
 An approved “weather triggered” response plan is mandated for implementation 

in the event that a predicted storm event has a 50% chance of rain. The 
proponent must have the capacity to deploy the standby BMPs within 48 hours of 
the predicted storm event. 
 All slopes must be equipped with erosion prevention BMPs as soon as slopes 

are completed for any portion of the site. 
 Cleared or graded areas left exposed at any given time are limited to the amount 

of acreage that the project proponent can adequately protect prior to a predicted 
storm event.  

 
Wet Season (October 1 through April 30) 
In addition to the Dry Season Requirements: 

 Perimeter protection and sediment control BMPs must be upgraded if necessary 
to provide sufficient protection for storms. 
 Adequate erosion prevention BMPs must be installed and established for all 

completed slopes prior to October 1 and maintained throughout the wet season.  
If a BMP fails, it must be repaired, improved, or replaced with an acceptable 
alternate as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 The amount of exposed soil allowed at one time shall not exceed standby 

erosion and sediment control BMP capacity. 
 An incomplete disturbed area that is not being actively graded must be fully 

protected from erosion if left for 10 days or more. 
 
All standard requirements presented in this BMP section must adhere to City Grading 
Ordinance requirements. 
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GENERAL SITE MANAGEMENT
Employee & Subcontractor Training CA40 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Materials Management

Material Delivery / Storage * WM-1 CA10 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Material Use WM-2 CA11 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Spill Prevention and Control WM-4 CA12 x x x

Waste Management
Solid Waste Mgmt * WM-5 CA20 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Sanitary / Septic Waste Mgmt * WM-9 CA24 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Concrete Waste Mgmt * CA23 x x x x x x x x x x x
Hazardous Waste Mgmt * CA21 x x x x
Contaminated Soil Mgmt * WM-7 CA22 x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Offsite Sediment Tracking Control
Entrance/Exit Inspection, Cleaning x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Stabilized Construction Entrance * TC-1 ESC24 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Construction Road Stabilization * TC-2 ESC23 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Entrance/Exit Tire Wash * TC-3 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Vehicle & Equipment Management
Vehicle & Equipment Cleaning * NS-8 CA30 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Vehicle & Equipment Fueling * NS-9 CA31 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Vehicle & Equipment Maintenance * NS-10 CA32 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Construction Practices
Water Conservation NS-1 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Structure Construction & Painting WM-6 CA03 x x x x x x x x x
Paving Operations NS-3 CA02 x x x x x x
Dewatering Operations NS-2 CA01 x x x x x x x x x x

EROSION CONTROL
Site Planning Considerations

Scheduling SS-1 ESC01 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

 SELECTION GUIDE

Storm Water Best Management Practices 
(BMP)

Table C.6-1 (Page 1 of 2)
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Walkways, 

and Parking 
Lots

Earthwork Waterways Planting and 
Landscaping
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Preservation of Exist Vegetation SS-2 ESC02 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Vegetation Stabilization

Temp Seeding and Planting SS-4 ESC10 x x x x x x x x x x
Temp Mulching ESC11 x x x x x x x x x x
Hydroseeding x x x x x x x x x x
Vegetation Buffer Strips NA x x x x x x x x x x

Physical Stabilization
Dust Control ESC21 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Geotextiles, Mats, and Fiber Rolls SS-7 ESC20 x x x x x x x x x x
Soil Stabilizers SS-5 x x x x x x x x x x
Temp Stream Crossing NS-4 ESC22 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Diversion of Runoff
Earth Dikes SS-9 ESC30 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Ditches and Berms SS-9 x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Temp Drains and Swales SS-9 ESC31 x x x x x x x x x x x x
Slope Drains SS-11 ESC32 x x x x x x x x x x x x

Velocity Reduction
Outlet Protection SS-10 ESC40 x x x x x x x x x x x x
Check Dams SC-4 ESC41 x x x x x x x x x x x
Flared Culvert End Sections SS-10 x x x x x x x x x x x
Slope Roughering & Terracing NA ESC42 x x x x x x x x x x x

SEDIMENT CONTROL
Silt Fence SC-1 ESC50 x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Straw Bale Barrier SC-9 ESC51 x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Sand Bag Barrier SC-8 ESC52 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Brush or Rock Filter NA ESC53 x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Storm Drain Inlet Protection SC-10 ESC54 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Sediment Trap SC-3 ESC55 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
Sediment Basin SC-2 ESC56 x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Construction of 
Above Ground 

Structures

Table C.6-1 (Page 2 of 2)
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Roadways, 
Walkways, 
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SS-3,6,8
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