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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT                                            

COLLIER PARK RENOVATIONS PROJECT 

CITY OF LA MESA 

SUMMARY 

The City of La Mesa is proposing to make improvements to Collier Park, an existing 7.7-acre 
neighborhood park located at 4401 Palm Avenue. The park is situated between Palm Avenue to the 
west and Upland Street to the east, approximately one-half mile south of La Mesa Village and La 
Mesa Boulevard. See attached Figures 1 and 2 depicting the regional location and project site 
location, respectively.  
 
Under the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and its Guidelines, the 
City of La Mesa is the Lead Agency for environmental review and must evaluate the potentially 
significant environmental effects of the proposed project.  The City of La Mesa has determined that 
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared to assess the proposed project’s effects on the 
environment, to identify potentially significant impacts, and to identify feasible mitigation measures 
to reduce or eliminate potentially significant environmental impacts. 
 
This Notice of Preparation (NOP) is being circulated pursuant to California Resources Code Section 
21153(a) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15082.  Public agencies and the public are invited to 
comment on the proposed scope and content of the environmental information to be included in the 
EIR.  A 30-day comment period is provided to return written comments to the City.  The comment 
period begins on October 17,  2011 and ends on November 16, 2011. All comments must be received 
by 5 PM on November 16, 2011 and be directed to: 
 
Chris Jacobs, AICP, Senior Planner 
City of La Mesa  
8130 Allison Avenue 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

 

Collier Park is approximately 7.7 acres in size and is the oldest municipal park in the City of La 
Mesa, dating back to 1915. Currently, the park consists of open green space, one lighted tennis court, 
a tot lot playground, several picnic tables with barbeques, the Spring House building, a water 
fountain, one restroom, parking for 25 cars in an un-striped parking lot and a variety of mature trees. 
Collier Park and Spring House were designated a local historical landmark in 1985. The northern 
portion of the park, consisting of approximately 2.2 acres, is entirely undeveloped.  
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The topographic grade of the park currently varies from the lower developed portions to the tops of 
the slopes in the north and eastern areas of the park. From south to north, elevations range from about 
500 feet above mean sea level (MSL) to about 545 MSL.  
 
Land uses bordering Collier Park include an office complex to the south, single-family homes to the 
east and west, and an apartment complex to the north. Zoning for Collier Park is Suburban 
Residential with the Scenic Preservation Overlay Zone (R1S-P). The La Mesa General Plan 
designates Collier Park as a Neighborhood Park Recreation Use. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is organized into four areas: 1) Panhandle; 2) Spring House; 3) History Hill; and 
4) Collier Club House.  The improvements associated with the four project areas are discussed below. 
The improvements proposed are conceptual in nature, and detailed plans have not been finalized, 
except for the Panhandle area of the Park. The EIR analysis will evaluate a worst-case scenario with 
respect to the impacts associated with the construction and operation of the proposed project. See 
Figure 3 for a project site map showing the proposed improvements.  
 
The first anticipated phase of improvements to Collier Park would occur in the Panhandle area in the 
southern and western portions of the Park.  Within the park, Pasadena Avenue separates the 
Panhandle area from the rest of the Park. The Panhandle area is primarily developed and includes 
existing facilities such as the parking lot, relocated water fountain, tennis court and playground.  This 
first phase proposes a variety of improvements including relocation of the water fountain, 
playgrounds, plaza, walking paths, tennis court, traffic circulation, parking, landscaping, drainage and 
security. 
 
The existing Spring House is located within the Panhandle area of the Park. The City is exploring 
various options with regard to the Spring House, including restoration, reconstruction and 
replacement. For the purposes of the EIR, the proposed project addresses the demolition and 
replacement of the Spring House with an interpretive center, which is considered the worst-case 
scenario. Other options for the Spring House, including restoration and reconstruction, will be 
addressed in the Alternatives chapter of the EIR.  Prior to construction, historical documentation of 
the Spring House would be completed.   
 
The History Hill area is located in the southeastern portion of Collier Park east of the Panhandle area, 
west of 4th Street and south of Pasadena Avenue. This area currently consists of mostly undeveloped 
parkland.  The History Hill area would be converted into a grassy amphitheater, built into the hillside. 
The amphitheater would offer casual seating capacity for 50 park visitors and would be suitable for 
intimate performances and gatherings. A small portion of the amphitheater area would be designated 
as rental space, for weddings and other similar events. The amphitheater would be located adjacent to 
the Spring House, creating an opportunity for the two features to be used together as one special event 
venue.  
 
The Collier Club House area is located in the northern portion of Collier Park, north and east of 
Pasadena Avenue and west of 4th Street. This area currently consists of mostly undeveloped parkland. 
This area is proposed to be developed with a 2,500 square-foot club house building for public use, 
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outdoor seating areas and a ceremony stage. Other proposed improvements include walking paths, 
traffic circulation, parking, landscaping, and security.  
 
Each phase of project construction is anticipated to last between nine and 12 months.  Dates of 
construction are currently unknown. Grading of the entire site, including both phases, would require 
approximately 500 cubic yards (cy) of cut and 7,600 cy of fill. Construction of the proposed project 
would result in topographic grade changes from approximately one to six feet, with an average of 
three to four feet of fill placed over the entire site.  
 

TOPICS TO BE ANALYZED IN THE EIR  

The EIR will address potential direct and cumulative impacts associated with the following 
environmental issues.  Detailed analyses will be conducted in order to ascertain the proposed project’s 
effects on the environment and the relative degree of impact prior to implementation of mitigation 
measures.  Where impacts are determined to be significant, mitigation measures will be prescribed 
with the purpose of reducing the project’s effects on those impacts either completely or to the 
maximum extent feasible.  An analysis of alternatives to the proposed project will also be included in 
the EIR, including the No Project Alternative. 
 

Air Quality.  The EIR will include the preparation of a technical air quality analysis and a description 
of the findings of the air quality analysis in the document.  The air quality analysis will address the 
project’s potential impacts from construction activities and operation of the project. The EIR will also 
discuss project consistency with applicable air quality regulations. 
 
Biological Resources.  A biological resources technical report will be prepared to evaluate potential 
impacts to biological resources located in the undeveloped areas of the park.  The EIR will describe 
the findings of the biological resources technical report including potential impacts to sensitive 
habitats, plant or animal species, and potential wetlands/waters of the U.S.  The EIR will also discuss 
project consistency with applicable biological resources regulations.  
 

Cultural Resources.  A cultural resources survey was prepared for the park in 2009, which included 
a literature review, record search and field survey of Collier Park and the Spring House. As 
mentioned above, Collier Park and Spring House are designated as a local historical landmark. Based 
on the recommendation in the 2009 cultural resources survey, a historic structures report is currently 
being prepared for the Spring House/Collier Park to evaluate the eligibility of these resources to the 
National Register of Historic Places. The EIR will describe the findings of the two reports and will 
identify the potential for the project to result in impacts to onsite cultural resources.  
 
Geology and Soils.  The EIR will describe the findings of the site specific geotechnical report and 
project grading information and will identify any potential geologic hazards which may result from 
implementation of the proposed project.   
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions.  The EIR will include a discussion of global climate change issues. The 
analysis will include an inventory of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions resulting from the proposed 
project and assess the significance of the project’s potential GHG impacts to the attainment of the 
State’s goal of reducing GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, as stated in Assembly Bill 32.  
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials.  The EIR will include an evaluation of the project’s potential to 
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment, including the potential for the Spring 
House to contain hazardous materials, such as asbestos and lead-based paint, which could be released 
during demolition of the structure. The EIR will also address potential impacts associated with the 
routine transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials, interference with an adopted emergency 
response plan, and the project’s potential to handle hazardous materials within 0.25-mile of a school.    
 

Hydrology and Water Quality.  The EIR will include a discussion of applicable regulations 
governing both hydrology and water quality.  In particular, the EIR will address the project’s potential 
impacts associated with hydromodification of the site and potential water quality pollutants generated 
from construction and operation of the project.  
 
The proposed project is not anticipated to result in impacts to aesthetics, agriculture and forestry 
resources, land use and planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, 
recreation, transportation and traffic, or utilities and service systems.   
 
RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES 

According to Sections 15050 and 15367 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City of La Mesa is 
designated as the Lead Agency for the project.  Responsible agencies are those agencies that have 
discretionary approval authority over one or more actions involved with the development of a 
proposed project.  Trustee agencies are State agencies having jurisdiction by law over natural 
resources affected by a proposed project that are held in trust of the people of the State of California.  
The potential responsible and trustee agencies that have been identified as part of the preparation of 
this document and the required permits, approvals, or their associated responsibilities for the proposed 
project are: 
 

1. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit if the project would result in impacts to 
waters of the U.S., which may include the onsite drainage channel. 

2. State Department of Parks and Recreation authorization of grant funding through Proposition 
84 - Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Program if grant funding is 
obtained for the proposed project. 

3. State Water Resources Control Board Construction Activities Storm Water General Permit 
(National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) required for sites over 5 acres in size to 
regulate discharge of storm water during construction. 

4. California Department of Fish and Game (Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement) if 
the project would result in impacts to the onsite drainage channel. 

5. Regional Water Quality Control Board (Section 401 Water Quality Certification) if a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit is required.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES 

This NOP for the proposed project will be submitted to the State Clearinghouse, which will forward it 
to potential Responsible Agencies and Trustee Agencies.  Other interested parties that may have 
permit authority or have specifically requested notification of the project will also receive a copy of 
the NOP. 
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After the 30-day review period for the NOP is complete and all comments are received, a Draft EIR 
will be completed in accordance with CEQA as amended (Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et 
seq.) and the State Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA (California Code of Regulations, Section 
15000 et seq.). Once the EIR is completed, it will be made available for public review and comment.  
Copies of the EIR will be mailed directly to those agencies commenting on the NOP and will also be 
available for review at La Mesa City Hall, 8130 Allison Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91942. 
 
NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETING  

The City will hold a public scoping meeting to obtain information regarding the content and scope of 
the EIR.  This scoping meeting will take place on Wednesday October 26, 2011 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM at City Hall (8130 Allison Avenue) in the City Council Chambers. All public agencies, 
organizations and interested parties are encouraged to attend and participate at this meeting. 
 
The City of La Mesa encourages the participation of disabled individuals in the services, activities 
and programs provided by the City.  Individuals with disabilities who require reasonable 
accommodation in order to participate in the meeting should contact the City's Americans with 
Disabilities Coordinator at (619) 667-1178. 
 
All interested citizens are invited to attend and participate in this public hearing.  Any questions 
regarding this notice should be directed to Chris Jacobs in the Community Development Department 
at (619) 667-1188.   
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